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raised from the rates.   This involved the consequence
that the authority which raised the rates was entitled
to a share in control of the schools.   But the Catholic
hierarchy in Ireland resented vehemently any limita-
tion put upon the authority of the managers, who
were in almost every instance clerics, and they were
always  ready  to  head resistance  to  any proposal
which should put education on the rates :  while the
laity, who had for more than a century been kept
short of culture, were more anxious to keep rates low
than to make public teaching efficient.   It is a fact
that the more completely you deprive a man or a people
of education, the less will the sufferer realise the
measure of the loss or the need to end it.    Ireland
with docility went on from generation to generation,
sending out its young people less well instructed than
those of the rest of the United Kingdom.   The schools
were ill-found, the teachers ill-paid, and the standard
of public feeling in the matter such that it was never
found possible to make school attendance compulsory.
In the view of the Catholic hierarchy, any lessening
the completeness of clerical control would have endan-
gered the souls of children.   It was impossible to
expect that the British taxpayers, who by no means
shared   this   opinion, should   contribute   in   double
measure to the upkeep of Irish schools.   Ireland, led
in this matter absolutely by the clergy, accepted the
consequences, of which the least important is an unduly
high percentage of illiteracy.   The most serious is,
perhaps, that Irish citizens and Irish parents have
never learnt to accept in full their responsibilities
in the vital matter of the training of their children.
The damage has not been limited to one creed.   Protes-
tants and Catholics have been under one and the same
system, and though claims for a share in control have
been put forward by Protestants, especially in Ulster,
the Irish ratepayer has complacently accepted a system
which spared him an education rate.   Neither section
of the population has learnt to take a pride in the